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Barclays Bank D.C.O. extends its warmest congratulations to 


the Federation of Nigeria on tiie attainment ofits independence. 


EEE EE SEEESE SE 2S SSS SESS SSS S933 3S3S3059 3399333932223 S3S3SSEse=) 


ic) 
Oe oT 


For over forty years, the Bank has played an active part in 
the economic development of Nigeria. To-day, with a Head 
Office in Lagos and 60 offices established in every centre 


of importance in the country, the Bank is in a key-position 
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to further the advancement of commerce, industry and 


agriculture in the new State. 





BARCLAYS BANK D.C.O. 


54 LOMBARD STREET, LONDON, E.C.3 
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Come in Mr. Investor! 


You’re welcome in Western Nigeria . . . welcome to opportunity 
unlimited! Throughout Africa today, few regions match ours in 
drive, prosperity and potential. Not only are we determined to 


development of agriculture and industry so that our vast, 
comparatively untapped resources are put fully at the service of 
our fast-growing community. 





keep things that way, but we’ve set our sights on transforming Already Western Nigeria is in partnership with expatriate investors 

Western Nigeria into a modern agricultural and industrial state. in a score of projects. And partnership is the operative word! For 

To realise our ambitions we are seeking foreign capital, and we undertake to match your capital with ours, meet effort with 
| know-how, on terms that make Western Nigeria one of the effort. Western Nigeria’s progress is gathering momentum fast; 

world’s most profitable investment opportunities. Profitable to and the door of opportunity is wide open to the investor from 

you—and to us! But first let’s examine the record to see what we abroad. Now is the time to share with us the challenge of today 

have already achieved to justify your confidence in us and in and the rich rewards of an assuredly prosperous tomorrow. 

our future... 

Under stable, democratic leadership, within less than a decade For full details of the Western Nigerian investment 

Western Nigeria has introduced free universal primary education Cppartumny sory, write to: . 

, ; Agee a THE COMMISSIONER FOR WESTERN NIGERIA, 178/202 

and modern health services; built thousands of miles of motor- Great Portland Street. W.1. ‘ 

ways; established basic public services and launched Africa’s first or direct to: 

educational and commercial television network. Currently, as THE SECRETARY, INDUSTRIAL PROMOTIONS COMMISSION, 

part of our second Five Year Plan, we are co-ordinating the The Secretariat, Ibadan, Nigeria. 
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What does 
Shell do 


for these 





People ... 


A fast-growing, young nation needs oil for so many purposes 
—power for new industries, for schools, hospitals and 
homes, and for transport. These three people are represen- 
tative of Nigeria’s mighty, thirty-five million population— 
a trader, a doctor and a schoolboy—each with his own 
AS a 


national 


special demands to make on oil in its many forms. 


partner in ‘this 
development, Shell plays its 
part by providing products 
of all kinds to meet these 
needs, all backed by the 

scientific 
the 


wide Shell organisation. 
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resources of world 





YOU 


CAN BE SURE OF 


wows 





| 





AFRICA TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT, OCTOBER, 1944 


CONTENTS 


Volume 2 Number |} 
The Federation of Nigeria : : 
Development in Northern Nigeria 

Western Nigeria sets the pace : : ' 


Personalities . ‘ F : , 
Progress in the Eastern Region ; ; I} 


Trade Notes , : . : ‘ | 





Agents 


Ghana Simpson’s Book Service, PO Box 1216, Accra. , 


South Africa American and Overseas Publications (Pty) Lt 


PO Box 3025, Port Elizabeth. | 


Nigeria Nigerian Advertising Service, Ltd, PMB 228 
Lagos. 5 
Kenya S. J. Moore, Ltd, PO Box 30162, Nairobi. 


Tanganyika The Dar es Salaam Bookshop, PO Box 9030, Dé 


es Salaam. } 


Orders can be placed in other countries through newsagents. Fe 
prompt attention send the attached slip, together with your remittanc 
to our agent or your newsagent. 





Annual subscription by seamail (including U.K.) | 
15/- (post free). South Africa: 17/6 (post free). 
(Airmail orders can be taken. 25/- extra to basic cost. 











AFRICA TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT 
58 Paddington Street, London, W.1 
Please enter my subscription for one year | 
Re DR TT number. | 
eee shillings for seamail/airmail } 
order. 
POE cscs sates isntclestpcas ea canatceees ones 
LE eT RET TT 
ee 








AF 





imber |} 


cecra. 


ty) Lt 


1B 228 


. 


1030, Dé 
! 


nts. Fol 
emittanc:| 


year | 
ber. 


mail / 





AFRICA TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT, OCTOBER, 1960 


AFRICA TRADE np DEVELOPMENT 


58 PADDINGTON STREET, LONDON, 


Editor: 
E. M. BirD 


W.1 
Distribution Manager: 


B. M. Everitt 





THE FEDERATION 


HE FEDERATION OF NIGERIA is One unit consisting of the 

three large Regions—Northern, Eastern and Western 

—which are self-governing on certain issues, and the 
Federal capital of Lagos, the seat of the Federal Govern- 
ment. 

The Federal Government, the main legislative body of the 
country, is composed of members of all three Regions and 
is responsible for those factors which affect the entire 
territory such as external affairs and defence. 

Each of the three regions controls the internal develop- 
ment of their own areas, each has a Development Plan and 
an annual budget which allots funds towards these develop- 
ments but the Federal Government has an overall interest 
in the general progress of the country and also grants funds 
towards the development of those schemes which can assist 
the territory as a whole. 

These schemes in general are those involving a very 
considerable financial investment and _ usually heavy 
foreign participation such as large-scale communication 
projects, heavy industry and the search for minerals. 

On | October 1960, duly heralded by fitting celebrations, 
Nigeria obtained her Independence. An Independence 
without strings or conditions. She will enter the Common- 
wealth as a full member. 

It is almost exactly a hundred years since Britain first 
established a base in Nigeria from which to combat the slave 
trade. Over this century the country has grown to become 
a land rich with promise. This progress has been accom- 
plished, with but few exceptions, through cooperation, the 
extension of trade and commerce and peaceful negotiation. 

From a land divided into many factions Nigeria has 
evolved into a Federation, with states each playing a 
decisive part towards the prosperity of the whole. 
Although tribal and regional loyalties remain, this does not 
detract from the loyalty to the country as a single unit and 
the slogan “One Nigeria’ augurs well for the future unity 
of this, the newest of the independent states of Africa. 

In 1957 it was decided to establish a Federal institute to 
act as a central banking house for Nigeria. This institute 
would introduce a Nigerian currency and administer this 
currency so as to retain its external value and ensure its 
acceptibility within Nigeria itself. 

The Central Bank of Nigeria came into full operation on 
1 July 1959. It has a number of Directors and an Advisory 
Committee of which the Federal Minister of Finance is 
Chairman and on which sit the Ministers of Finance of the 
three Regional Governments, the financial secretary of the 
Southern Cameroons and Bank executives. 

One of the main functions of the Central Bank is to 
provide general banking services for the state and to under- 
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take the custody of some part of the cash reserves of the 
commercial banks. The transfer of almost all Federal 
Government banking accounts in Lagos was completed by 
November 1959, most of the commercial banks have also 
now opened accounts. 

Arrangements are in hand to provide for the introduction 
of a clearing house which will generally facilitate the 
clearing of cheques and other transactions which will be of 
increasing significance to Banks as a growing market in 
securities and bonds develops. 

Only two Government loans have been publicly issued in 
Nigeria. The £300,000 3} per cent Nigerian Government 
Registered Stock 1956/1961 which falls due in December 
1961, and the Federation of Nigeria Development Loan 
which the Central Bank undertook on behalf of the Federal 
Government in May 1959. Applications were invited for 
£400,000 5 per cent Federation of Nigeria Development 
Stock 1964; £600,000 54 per cent Federation of Nigeria 
Development Stock 1969; and £1 million 6 per cent 
Federation of Nigeria Development Stock 1979. All three 
issues were oversubscribed. 

The Federation of Nigerian Development Loan was 
accepted mainly by institutional sources but £100,000 was 
forthcoming from the private sector which was considered 
good in view of the fact that the general public have not 
been used to this type of investment and a greater participa- 
tion by the general public is expected for any future stock 
issue. The private investor is, however, anxious for 
assurance that such stock can be converted to cash, if and 
when necessary. 

In July 1959 the West African Currency Board ceased to 
function in Nigeria and the Central Bank took over the 
issue and management of currency. The maintenance of a 
sound currency is of major importance and in the long-term 
a healthy economy must be backed by a stable monetary 
system. The Nigerian pound has been fixed by law at par 
with sterling and the Central Bank is required on demand 
to buy and sell sterling for immediate delivery in London 
against Nigerian pounds at rates within ? per cent either 
side of par. The Bank is also required by law to maintain 
external reserves within the first five years of its operation 
which are equivalent to 60 per cent of the currency in 
circulation and 35 per cent of other demand liabilities. A 
start has been made on the introduction of a fiduciary issue 
but the introduction of a fiduciary element into the currency 
banking will be of necessity gradual. In March 1960 the 
Bank took up £2 million of Nigerian Treasury Bills, this 
was related to the cost of the new currency and its general 
effect was to reimburse the sterling expenditure incurred by 
the Federal Government. 














Operating throughout the whole of Nigeria are a number 
of Corporations which covers those public works necessary 
to the entire territory. The Nigerian Railway Corporation; 
the Nigerian Ports Authority; the Electricity Corporation 
of Nigeria; the Nigerian Broadcasting Corporation 
{NBN). In addition there are the Nigerian Airways and 
Nigerian National Line, the shipping line. 

The Nigerian Railway Corporation have operated for six 
years and it is claimed that due to the use of modern 
equipment and increasing efficiency the carrying capacity of 
the railway has been more than doubled. During 1958/1959 
a record freight figure of 3,097,000 tons was carried, this 
compares with 2,739,000 carried in the previous year. 

£7.8 million were spent on the capital development 
programme during 1958/1959. The IBRD has granted a 
loan of £10 million to the Federal Government for the 
development of the railway system and £3.7 million were 
drawn to assist finance the years expenditure. 

Between 1955/1962 the Corporation is scheduled to spend 
£43 million on capital development. This will include 
£10 million on rolling stock; £3.2 million on locomotives; 
£7 million on track relays; £7.3 million on building and 
station remodelling and some £13 million towards the 
Bornu extension. The Bornu extension in the Northern 
Region will need a further £7 million for completion. 
During 1958/1959 about £1 million was spent on this new 
line and so far some £28.7 million have been spent on the 
extension. 

The Nigerian Ports Authority took over responsibility for 
the major harbours and ports five years ago. Already 
considerable development has taken place which have made 
available first class off loading facilities, storage, and 
communications for removing the cargo from the port to 
the local markets. Work has been carried out at Apapa, 
Port Harcourt, on the Customs Quay at Lagos and else- 
where. A further development programme is planned but 
this is dependent on funds for its implementation becoming 
available. The Development Loan Fund of the United 
States has granted US $800,000 for a second 15,000-ton 
capacity produce warehouse to be built at Apapa. These 
warehouses are used to store perishable goods and those 
produce which need special care or they can be severely 
damaged. 

When the Bornu extension is operating fully most of the 
additional produce is expected to pass through Port 
Harcourt and plans are in hand to increase the storage 
capacity of this port also. 

The Electricity Corporation of Nigeria has at its disposal 
abundant natural resources for fuel, it has also been actively 
engaged in investigating the possibilities of developing 
these natural resources to supply cheap and plentiful power 
supplies. 

There are several sites which would be suitable for hydro- 
electric installations. The Niger River runs through the 
Northern Region and acts as a natural boundary between 
the Eastern and Western Regions, it is therefore, close to all 
three areas and power could be comparatively easily 
relayed to the cities. In addition to the possible supply of 
hydro-electric power natural gas has been found in the 
Eastern Region, together with oil in both Eastern and 
Western Regions. Coal is mined near Enugu and rich 
deposits of peat exist in several places. Nuclear power will 
not be considered seriously at the present time. The best 
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means of increasing the power supply would be the hydro- 
electric projects which would make available such secondary 
considerations as increased irrigation, better communica- 
tions, and the development of a major fishing industry. 

The Nigerian Broadcasting Corporation is the national 
network. 
stations. The NBC broadcasts in English and the three 
main vernaculars. 

The Nigerian Airways, or WAAC (Nigeria) Ltd as is the 
Company’s registered name, operates internally in Nigeria 
over some 4,000 miles and runs services from Lagos to 
Dakar via Accra and Freetown up the west coast. An 


international service to London operates in pool partner- } 


ship with BOAC. DC3 aircraft are used on the internal 
routes and Britannias operate the long-distance flights. 

The Nigerian National Line was formed in 1959 and 
operated three vessels, each with a carrying capacity of over 
half a million cubic feet. The first vessel sailed from 
London for West Africa with a full cargo at the end of 
May 1959. A programme of expansion for the Line is 
based on operating six ships through 1959, eight by 1960 
and ten in 1961. This is a considerable undertaking and 
vessels will be chartered when necessary. Nigerians are 
now being trained to man and run the ships. 

Nigeria is one country it is necessary to remember that 
while the regions are of great importance Nigeria is a 
Federal of three important units. 
divided and working one against the other but a single unit 
working for the overall good. 
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DEVELOPMENT IN NORTHERN NIGERIA 


unfamiliar place than many people think. Misty 

photographs of the charging horsemen at royal 
durbars give a picture of wide open spaces and flying dust 
on the edge of the Sahara which to today’s traveller experi- 
ence belies. The romantic background is there but you do 
not feel like a pioneer as you drink your iced beer (made in 
Lagos—it will soon be brewed in Kaduna) sitting on a large 
veranda after tennis. 

To dispose of the desert myth, the rainfall is generally 
within the limits of that in Britain, though it nearly all falls 
in half the year. Many of the principal towns are over 
1,500 feet above sea-level, and several of the most important 
like Zaria and Kaduna are over 2,000 feet with Jos at 
4,300 feet and are proportionately cooler than might be 
expected from their latitude. 

Distances are great. The region is roughly a rectangle 
800 miles wide and 400 miles deep. The 18 million 
inhabitants are not evenly distributed. As everyone who 
has flown over it knows there are large almost empty areas 
and much of the population is concentrated. Three 
million live within approximately fifty miles of Kano, the 
great centre of the groundnut trade, and the most developed 
industrial centre. More than half the population lives in 
four of the twelve provinces, Sokoto coming second to 
Kano. In these parts cultivated fields are contiguous, and 
there is no question of “trekking through the bush”. 

Communications are rapidly improving, and it will not 
be long before all the main roads from Kaduna, the 
Regional Capital, to Kano, Lagos and Sokoto in the north- 
west, and to Jos and Maiduguri near Lake Chad in the 
north-east, are all bitumenized. Already one cannot go 
far without meeting petrol stations which also sell iced soft 
drinks, bottled in the Northern Region. 

The Federal Government is spending 20 millions on 
extending the railway about 400 miles to Maiduguri. This 
will mean that ten of the twelve provinces are served by the 
railway. Navigation channels on the great rivers of the 
Niger and the Benue are receiving attention too, and 
night navigation, which will double the carrying capacity 
of the river fleets, should soon be possible. 

_ The great dam project on the Niger, now under examina- 

tion would make a further enormous improvement since 
eventually it would make all-season bulk river transport 
possible to the Sokoto frontier of Nigeria and beyond, 
giving a saving of nearly five pounds a ton on the freight 
of groundnuts grown in these areas. The dam will also 
make reasonably cheap electric power abundant from 
llorin through Kaduna to Zaria and Kano, and make vast 
areas of fertile land available for sugar, rice, fibre and tree- 
crop production. 

The region’s wealth is founded primarily on groundnuts. 
Grown for their oil in the northern half of the Region 
before the British came, it only needed the opening of the 
Kano railway in 1912 for them to become a major export 
on the oilseeds market. Each year some half to three- 
quarters of a million tons are grown. Most are still of 
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traditional strains though the Ministry of Agriculture is 
getting under way a campaign for the distribution of 
improved seed. About a quarter of the crop is crushed to 
oil and cattle cake in Kano, the Northern Region is still the 
largest exporter of whole groundnuts in the world. Most 
of the oil and cake is exported though there is an increasing 
local sale for the oil and the cake is increasingly being used 
locally for animal fodder. Some groundnut flour is also 
made. 

A considerable amount has been done to improve the 
quality of groundnuts exported by making good decorticat- 
ing machinery available. This has meant fewer broken 
nuts and, therefore, less free fatty acid and a better price for 
the nuts. Fertilizers are being increasingly used. The 
chief factors likely to encourage further expansion in the 
immediate future are the railway extension to Maiduguri, 
river navigation improvements, and the extension of feeder 
roads, making cheap transport to ports available to farmers 
whose potentialities have until now been restricted by high 
transport charges. 

The second main source of wealth is cotton. Though 
local varieties were grown and cloth was made in the past, 
the export trade is founded on American seed improved and 
adapted at the Ministry of Agriculture breeding station at 
Samaru near Zaria. Usually some 100,000 tons of seed 
cotton is grown, chiefly in the Zaria-Gusau area, and round 
Gambe in the eastern part of the Region. The cotton is of 
a medium staple which sells well, it is well suited for use in 
popular drip-dry fabrics. The new railway will undoubted- 
ly bring about a big expansion in acreage in the Gambe 
area. The tonnage of cotton grown is constantly mounting. 
The increasing use of ox-ploughs instead of cultivation by 
hoe is making farming speedier, and perhaps points the 
way ahead. A simple hand-drawn mechanical seed-drill 
would help too, for the farming season starts with a rush and 
for a time every minute is precious. 

The seed cotton is ginned in nine big ginneries, and the 
lint baled. Selected seed is kept for planting, and most of 
the balance of the harvest exported. Some 5,000 tons of 
lint are used in the modern textile factory at Kaduna and 
the remainder is exported. Plans are on foot to establish 
a cotton seed crushing factory at Zaria, which will deal with 
about two-thirds of the Region’s seed, and should assist in 
the production of a cheaper cattle food. The groundnut 
cake produced in Kano is too expensive to attract the local 
cattle producers as yet. 

Both groundnuts and cotton are bought for export, along 
with the smaller berriseed, soyabean, cocoa, palm kernel 
and oil crops, by the Regional Marketing Board. This is 
a statutory body which gives stabilized prices. The 
produce is sold through the Nigeria Produce Marketing 
Company Ltd, whose headquarters are in London. 
Almost £50 million worth of produce is sold in a year. 

Tin ore (cassiterite) is mined open-cast in the high 
plateau country round Jos. The Northern Region 
suffered badly in the recent restrictions of output by tin- 
mining countries, due to world over-production. In 1959 














exports were down to 7,500 tons worth £4.2 million. 
The restrictions have been eased, however, and production 
is rising rapidly. In normal years an average of 1,000 
tons a month has been common. 

Northern Nigeria is the world’s largest producer of 
columbite from which niobium, a constituent of certain 
alloy steels, is derived. Production rose to 3,000 tons a 
year in the height of the American stock-piling programme. 
but on its completion fell to half. The high prices paid by 
the United States unfortunately had the indirect effect of 
subsidizing research into the uses of cheaper alternatives, 
but basic world demand is now recovering and exports are 
increasing rapidly again. 

The one sizeable export from Northern Nigeria to pre- 
industrial Europe was goat skins which came across the 
Sahara and were sold as Morocco leather. Hides and 
skins are still a large export and brought in nearly four 
million pounds in 1959. The best “‘calf’’ for shoe uppers, 
like the best Morocco leather, comes from the agile Sokoto 
red goat. 

With increasing exports and imports, trade has expanded 
enormously of recent years and an increasing share of the 
trade is coming into the hands of Northerners, both on the 
buying and selling side. The Dantata brothers of Kano 
for instance buy millions of pounds worth of groundnuts 
and cotton each year as licensed buying agents of the 
Marketing Board. 

Much of the wholesale and export trade is still in the hands 
of the big expatriate financed trading companies like the 
United Africa Company and John Holts and these supply 
much of the credit for trading activities by local men, who 
buy produce and run retail businesses. An immense 
amount of detailed knowledge is required for the big 
companies’ work. Banking services are rapidly expanding, 
and are now available in all towns of any size in the Region. 
Insurance companies, some locally owned, are rapidly 
extending their activities, 

Industry is still in its infancy, but a vast amount of 
progress has been made in recent years. There are 
developed industrial sites with all services available at 
Kano, Kaduna, Zaria and Jos. Textiles with a large local 
market and abundant raw material are a “natural’’. 
Kaduna Textiles’ factory at Kaduna which produces a 
million yards of grey baft a month and about half that 
quantity of white shirting, is expanding rapidly. It is not 
the company’s policy, however, to dominate Nigerian 
markets in any one line, and there is tremendous scope for 
more investment in textile factories in the North. A 
successful drill and bedford-cord factory with entirely local 
investment, producing over half a million yards of material 
a year, operates in Kano. 

In Kano, too, besides four large groundnut oil mills 
there are a considerable number of other factories including 
plastic and rubber shoes and sandals, perfumes, cosmetics, 
confectionery, Terrazo tiles, leather, soap, tarpaulins, 
dry-ice, steel furniture, mineral waters and enamelware. 

Zaria has the Nigerian Tobacco Company’s cigarette 
factory and a most interesting oilseed crushing mill owned 
by the Northern Region Development Corporation. 
Here groundnuts are sorted and sized for the “‘hand picked 
selected” trade and groundnut flour is produced. The 
importance of this product is that it offers the cheapest 
known source of protein, in which the diets of many 
tropical people are deficient. The groundnut flour is 
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mixed with dried milk produced at the dairy in Van, near 


Jos (which also produces butter and clarified butter fat) , 


to form “‘Arlac’”’ which the Northern Ministry of Health 
distributes to mothers and children. Shea nuts are also 
processed in the Zaria mill to form a high grade shea- 
butter in the Zaria factory. 

A major industry which is at a fairly advanced planning 
stage is sugar. Since 1957 Bookers Sugar Company have 
been conducting investigations and growing trials at New 
Jebba, on the River Niger and have found that sugar cane 
grows extremely well. There is enough irrigable land and 
water to produce 20,000 tons of sugar a year immediately 
with plenty of room for expansion. Nigerian consumption 
of sugar is now about 60,000 tons a year, perhaps two-thirds 
of which is consumed in the North, so that there will be a 
ready market for all the sugar that can be produced. 

Much of the Northern Region’s produce is exported in 
bags. Plants which produce sack-fibre grow readily and 
it is natural that the possibilities of a sack making industry 
should be investigated. The Ministry of Trade and 
Industry has for some years conducted growing trials. 
Recently, two large European firms have become interested 
in the results, and the groundwork which may lead to 
another large industry is being tackled. 

There are a number of deposits of limestone in the 
Region. Investigations by leading cement manufacturers 


have been going on for some time, and it is hoped to set up * 


a cement factory soon. 

With a large market within the Northern Region itself as 
well as the large market within the Federation, and with 
rapidly improving communications and developing trade, 
the Northern Region offers remarkable scope for industrial 
investment for which security is given by the stable Govern- 
ment of the Region. Internal sources of capital are 
sufficient for immediate needs for moderate-sized projects. 


The Northern Region Development Corporation has ” 


participated in providing capital for textile factories, a 
tannery, a stationery factory, a large road transport 
concern, a boatyard, a creamery and an enamelware factory, 
among many other industries. 

In gaining industrial experience the generous Federal 
tax policy for pioneer industries and the liberal attitude of 
both Regional and Federal Governments to overseas 
investment, with the considerable opportunities for profit- 
able manufactures that the large markets offer present 
challenging possibilities to those enterprising enough to 
seize them. 


Coo > 





X 
When only 

} ~ihegils 

he best 

will | de 

§ 

BENSON ..,.d HEDGES 





d . . 4 
BENSON & HEDGES LTD~- OLD BOND STREET~: LONDON - ENGLAND \ 
\ 
OO OOO 






, 1960 | 


near 


r fat) ; 


lealth 
also 
shea- 


nning 
have 
New 
cane 
1 and 
lately 
ption 
thirds 
| be a 


fed in 
y and 
lustry 

and 
trials. 
rested 
ad to 


n the 
turers 


setup * 


self as 
1 with 
trade, 
ustrial 
vern- 
il are 
ojects. 


1 has | 


‘es, a 
nsport 
ctory, 


ederal 
ude of 


erseas 
profit 
resent 
igh to 





AFRICA TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT, OCTOBER, 1960 


WESTERN NIGERIA SETS THE PACE 


“You cannot have social progress without prosperity and 
there is no short cut to either. We in Western Nigeria are 
committed to achieving both. Although we are perhaps 
somewhat impatient to reach our goals, we well realize that 
it takes really hard work to create a welfare state.”’-—Chief 
§. L. Akintola, Premier of Western Nigeria. 


Western Nigeria’s dynamic Action Group Government, 
recently overwhelmingly confirmed in office for another 
five years, is today intensifying its ambitious drive for “‘life 
more abundant” for the Region’s nearly seven million 
citizens. 

Social progress and prosperity have always been the 
Government’s twin aims, and a remarkable record of 
achievement has already won an international reputation 
for Western Nigeria as the pace-setting region of giant 
Federation of Nigeria. 

From 1955-59 the Government, then headed by Chief 
Obafemi Awolowo, now Leader of the Opposition in the 
Federal Parliament, spent £42.4 million, or over 41 per cent 
of its total expenditure under its first Five-Year Develop- 
ment Plan, on social services. So successful was the first 
five-year programme, particularly in the field of social 
services, that in November 1959 a second five-year develop- 
ment plan was announced, this time involving a total outlay 
of £165 million. 

The principal objective of the new programme is to trans- 
form the 45,376 square-mile Region into Africa’s most 
modern agricultural and industrial state while simulta- 
neously consolidating the gains already made in the social 
welfare field. 

Western Nigeria has made great strides towards its goal 
of a welfare state since inaugurating its peaceful revolution 
in 1955. The current five-year period will be devoted to 
directing “‘new effort and resources”’ to those sectors where 
the most valuable results are likely to be obtained. 

These sectors are Western Nigeria’s agriculture and 
industry. Development must be speeded here to absorb 
the mounting numbers of school leavers that are being 
produced by the Region’s remarkably successful educational 
system. 

These school leavers have acquired new skills that can 
only be fully utilized in a growing economy. Therefore 
the Government has launched a drive to attract new indus- 
trial and agricultural projects to the Region. 

Western Nigeria’s educational system has been completely 
overhauled since 1955. In 1958, for example, there were 
62,000 primary school leavers. By 1965 the Government 
estimates that the number will soar to 241,000. 

During the past five years there was an almost phenomen- 
al increase in the number of secondary modern schools as 
well as a much larger annual intake of primary school 
leavers into these schools. When the first five-year plan 
was launched in 1955 there were only 180 secondary modern 
schools. By 1959 there were 418. Similar progress was 
made in secondary grammar school development. Between 
1958 and 1959 the percentage of boys and girls leaving 


primary schools for secondary modern schools rose from 
38 per cent to 54 per cent. 

Within five short years Western Nigeria introduced and 
developed free six-year primary education, increasing 
primary school enrolment from under 500,000 to over 
1,200,000. The Government also established free medical 
treatment for all youngsters under 18; fostered adult 
education classes throughout the Region ; built hospitals, 
maternity centres and dispensaries as well as a tuberculosis 
control centre; brought pure water supplies to more than 
22 urban centres and scores of rural communities; 
pioneered television in Africa for educational purposes; 
launched Nigeria’s first commercial radio broadcasting 
station; enlarged its youth and community self-help 
programmes; and made considerable progress in dealing 
with such social welfare problems as juvenile delinquency 
and the divorce rate. 

During the current five-year period Western Nigeria 
plans to spend over £39.4 million on what can be generally 
defined as welfare services. In the medical field alone the 
Government will build four new general hospitals, ten 
rural health centres, 160 dispensaries, 80 maternity homes 
and an auxiliary health training school. Another TB 
clinic, dental centres and a pathological laboratory have 
been planned. 

Private medical institutions will be encouraged and great 
emphasis will be placed on preventive medicine in the next 
five years. 

The Region’s favourable educational position will be 
consolidated by expanding the capacity of present schools, 
opening 75 new secondary grammar schools, accelerating 
teacher training programmes and placing new emphasis 
on technical and commercial education. 

The development of community spirit receives special 
attention. Community activity, including the building of 
roads, bridges, schools, post offices, community centres 
and the like, is devoted to weaning citizens away from too 
much dependency upon Government aid while stressing the 
value of public services created by joint effort. 

The social development programme is divided into three 
categories: adult education, community development and 
youth services. All-out efforts are made to make adults 
literate in their native languages and in English. And 
already more than 10,000 boys and girls are enrolled in 
Regional youth clubs which encourage social activities and 
sports as an answer to juvenile delinquency. 

Although the 1960-65 Five-Year Development Plan 
concentrates on boosting the Region’s industrial and 
agricultural production, provisions have been made for 
wide-scale development of the Region’s roads, increased 
supplies of electricity, effective town and country planning 
and recruitment of technical and professional staff to 
implement the host of new projects. 

There is no doubt that Western Nigeria is now moving 
into an era of accelerated economic progress. 

Over £13 million has been set aside for “primary 
production” which includes the financing of new co- 
operative farm settlements, rubber and cocoa plantations 
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new 400-acre Bodija suburb of 
Ibadan. This housing development will eventually contain 1,200 
modern homes supplied with all basic amenities, as well as a shopping 
centre, churches, schools, parks and a cinema. Additional suburban 
developments of this type are also planned for the cities of Benin and 
Sapele. 


The Western Nigerian Government's 


and research and experimental work in improving agricul- 
tural production as well as establishing a liberal farm credit 
plan for primary producers. 

The tremendous concern of the Government for the 
Region’s agricultural production is understandable. First, 
it must increase food production to keep pace with the 
demands of a steadily increasing population. Secondly, 
increased production is needed for export to keep the 
balance of trade in its present favourable position. 

To solve the problem Western Nigeria will greatly expand 
the scope and size of its agricultural extension service to the 
point where every farm family has ready access to a trained 
agricultural technician. It has begun the task of establish- 
ing a series of co-operative farm settlements. Already 
thirteen pilot farms are functioning. They have a minimum 
size of 1,500 acres and provision for expansion to 5,000- 
6,000 acres. 

These purpose of these farms is to demonstrate that 
farming in Western Nigeria can be a rewarding, pleasant 
way of life and that the Region’s small farmers, equipped 
with modern machinery and following plantation tech- 
niques, can make their incomes and production skyrocket. 
Five Farm Institutes are being established to train young 
men for the new settlements. 

In addition, the Government furnishes Nigerian farmers 
with high-yielding cocoa and oil palm seedlings at subsi- 
dized prices, trains them in disease and pest control and 
furnishes subsidized sprays, teaches them the most modern 
rubber tapping methods and assists them in many other 
ways from providing better types of maize to subsidizing 
the purchase of up-to-date rice mills. 

The Region’s Development Corporation led the way to 
the rapid adoption of plantation-type farming by setting 
up its own plantations and joining foreign entrepreneurs 
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and local co-operative societies in partnership projects, 
ranging from pineapple and rubber plantations to cashew 
farms and cattle ranches. The 21 plantations established 
by the Corporation have adopted the most modern methods 
of scientific husbandry and employ more than 61,000 


labourers. ) 


Western Nigeria is determined to revolutionize its agricul- 
tural development by employing the newest techniques and 
making bold experiments. But while the Region’s 
prosperity is largely based on its agricultural production, 
new industrial development is vital to the Region’s economy. 

The new Five-Year Development Plan calls for the use 
of funds in several key areas. Firstly, it will contribute 
towards the costs of investigations and surveys to decide 
the feasibility of new industries, projects and also methods 
of production. 

Secondly, it will provide funds to enable private firms and 
individuals to adopt new techniques and methods of 
processing and manufacture. 

Thirdly, it will help finance projects and services which do 
not promise a quick return but are necessary for industrial 
development. 

Nearly £7 million will be spent on an ambitious industrial 
promotion programme. To supplement the _ financial 
concessions offered to overseas investors, Western Nigeria 
has already launched a fresh survey of industrial and pro- 
cessing possibilities which will be followed by technical 
research wherever necessary. 

Special aid is being provided for the development of 
small businesses which includes everything from light 
manufacturing to dry-cleaning. } 

To date there are already nearly 250 factory units in 
Western Nigeria representing a total investment of more 
than £20 million. Major industries—those involving 
capital investment of over £1 million—include building, 
civil engineering, water development, ship repairing, boat , 
building, timber and plywood, river transport, cement and 
textiles. Other industries only slightly smaller include 
commercial radio and television, cotton ginning, fruit 
canning, oil palm processing, rubber processing, brewing 
and tobacco. 

Having geared itself for increased overseas capital 
participation, the Government recently created an Industrial 
Promotions Commission to make things easier for foreign 
businessmen through direct contact and the elimination of 
red tape. The Commission also has the task of exploring 
new industrial projects and advising indigenous business- 
men as to the prospects of their industrial proposals. 

Western Nigeria is also establishing more and more | 
industrial estates with all amenities provided and offering 
ready access to both raw materials and local and foreign 
markets. 

The Government takes great pride in the fact that it has 
prepared the Region for development by establishing 4 
stable government and one that guarantees against any 
form of expropriation, sequestration or confiscation of 


~- 


foreign capital. ) 


Western Nigeria possesses the “‘climate’’ needed to attract 
foreign capital in every sense of the term. It stands ready 
to go into partnership with foreign investors and to provide , 
them with every possible facility for the establishment of a 
wide range of potentially lucrative enterprises in both the 
industrial and agricultural fields. 
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Personalities 





President, Western Nigerian House of 
Chiefs 


The Alake of Abeokuta, His Highness Sir 
Ladapo Ademola, has been elected President 
of the Western House of Chiefs in succession 
to the Oni of Ife, Sir Adesoji Aderemi, who 
has been appointed Governor of Western 
Nigeria. Sir Ladapo had been Deputy 
President of the House. 


India High Commissioner for Nigeria 


The Federal Government has agreed to a 
request from the Government of India to 
raise the status of its Mission at Lagos from a 
Commission to a High Commission with 
effect from 1 October 1960. The Federal 
Government has also approved the appoint- 
ment of Shri P. N. Haksar as India’s first 
High Commissioner in Nigeria. 


UK Commissioner in Ghana 


Mr. T. W. Keeble has been appointed to be 
Deputy High Commissioner for the United 


Kingdom in Accra in succession to Mr. 
L. J. D. Wakely, ose. 

Mr. Keeble took up his new appointment 
in August 1960. 


Federal Justice for Nigeria 


Mr. E. I. G. Unsworth, Attorney-General 
of the Federation of Nigeria, has been 
appointed a Federal Justice of the Federal 
Supreme Court of Nigeria. Mr. Unsworth 
became Attorney General in 1951. 


UK Commissioner in Nigeria 


The Rt. Hon. Antony Head, cBE, Mc, MP 
becomes the first United Kingdom High 
Commissioner in Nigeria. Mr. Head took 
up his new appointment in October. 


Nigerian training with BOAC 


On a three-years’ course with BOAC, 
in London is Mr. L. G. Harry, of Abonema 
Eastern Region, Nigeria. Mr. Harry, who 
is 25, was an assistant executive officer in the 
External Affairs department of the Prime 


il 





Minister’s office at 
BOAC early in 1960. 

Mr. Harry is at present studying the opera- 
tional side of station duties during a course 
designed to give a thorough grounding in 
the day-to-day working of BOAC. 

Born at Obuama, Abonema, and educated 
at the Kalabari National College, Buguma, 
he worked in the Prime Minister's office and 
has been employed by the Ministry of 
Education at Kaduna, Northern Region. 


Lagos before joining 





NIGERIAN SUGAR DEVELOPMENT AND THE 
BOOKER GROUP 


Nigeria is the only country of its size without a domestic sugar 
industry, whilst consumption of sugar per head is one of the lowest in 
the world. 


In 1957 the Booker Group were asked by the Nigerian Federal 
Government to investigate whether sugar-cane could be grown on a 
commercial scale in Nigeria. The Booker Group operates in many 
parts of the commonwealth, and produces a quarter of a million tons 
of sugar annually in British Guiana. 

A number of possible areas were considered and the one eventually 
chosen for the first experiments and subsequent development is a 
triangle of low-lying ground in a bend of the Niger river, in the 
Northern Region some 250 miles north of Lagos. In 1958 a syndicate 
was formed to carry on the project. This syndicate comprises the 
Federal Government, the Government of the Northern Region, the 
Northern Regional Development Corporation, and Bookers. 

Though rainfall in the area is insufficient for sugar-cane, ample 
itrigation water is available from the Niger and its tributaries. 
Agricultural experiments have confirmed the suitability of the soil and 
climate for cane cultivation and a number of promising cane varieties 
are undergoing trials. Extensive soil, topographical, and hydro- 
logical surveys of the area are nearing completion and, if the decision 
IS taken to go ahead with the establishment of the industry, production 
of sugar on a commercial scale should commence in 1963. 


Initial plans are to grow some 5,000 acres of cane to supply a 
factory to produce up to 20,000 tons of white sugar a year. As 
drainage into the Niger is improved, further acreages will be brought 
into cultivation and it should be possible at least to double production 
in subsequent years. If the present Niger dam project goes through 
even further expansion will be possible. 

At first all the cane will be grown on an estate basis, but once the 
teething troubles are over and appropriate production techniques 
established it is hoped increasingly to associate independent cane 
farmers with the scheme. 

In the initial phase the industry will give wholetime employment 
throughout the year to about 1,000 Nigerians and their families, with 
an additional 2,000 at harvest time when, owing to the parched 
condition of their farms, many Nigerians in the Northern Region are 
looking for work. Training schemes will have to be set up to provide 
the necessary technical and administrative skills to enable Nigerians 
to make their full contribution to the industry. 

The setting up of a locally registered company to finance this new 
Nigerian industry is under consideration, and a partnership between 
Nigerian resources and Booker management and technical “*know- 
how” to establish a domestic Nigerian sugar industry, instead of the 
present reliance on imported sugar to meet a current demand of some 
60,000 tons a year, would be of major importance to the economy of 
the country. 
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PROGRESS IN THE 


HE EASTERN REGION OF NIGERIA covers an area of 
29,500 square miles. It lies to the south-east of 
Nigeria and is divided from the Western Region by the 
natural barrier of the Niger River, to the southern boundary 
lies the Atlantic Ocean on the Blight of Biafra and to the 
east the Cameroons. The northern frontier is marked by 
the administrative line of latitude 7 north. 

The main rivers are the Niger, Cross, Imo and Qua Ibo. 
The rainfall ranges, in the southern half of the region, from 
140 inches and over yearly on the coast to 68-80 inches 
towards the northern areas. It is highest between May and 
October. The coolest months are December and January 
due to the Harmattan conditions at that time of the year. 

The capital is Enugu with an estimated population in 
1957 of some 80,000. The total population of the region 
was estimated in 1958 at 8 million, out of a total population 
in Nigeria of 35 million. 

Port Harcourt, the chief port of the region and second 
most important port of Nigeria, handles the majority of the 
seaborne trade of the region and the net registered tonnage 
entering the port during 1959 was 1,592,389. 

An industrial estate is now being developed by the 
Government at Port Harcourt. It will cover 2,000 acres 
and cost about £500,000. Very considerable expansion 
schemes are in hand to enlarge the capacity of the port 
itself to enable it to handle an increased turn-over of goods. 
Three new berths costing £3 million will be built. Crude 
oil will be shipped from the pipe-line laid to Bonny Island. 

The main commercial centre is Onitsha which lies on the 
bank of the River Niger. Its market is world famous. 
The town is the principal river port of the region and its 
importance will be increased by the opening up of the 
Escravos Bar for which the Federal Government have given 
a contract of £6 million. A road toll bridge to link Onitsha 
with Asaba in the Western Region is planned and a contract 
has been signed. It will cost £5} million and will replace 
the ferry which is, at present, the only means of communica- 
tion across the river at this point. The bridge should be 
completed around 1964 and will, without doubt, raise the 
potential importance of the region industrially. 

The other two towns which should be mentioned are Aba 
which is the meeting place of the railway with several major 
roads. It is the centre of many processing industries, the 
largest of which are three soap factories and the Star 
brewery. A wide area of land is available for industrial 
expansion and light industry is being attracted. The other 
town is Calabar, once the capital city of Nigeria, which lies 
at the mouth of the Cross River and is the second most 
important port of the region. 

Like the rest of Nigeria the Eastern Region is predomin- 
antly agricultural. The region contributes some 90 per 
cent of the total Nigerian exports of palm-oil and nearly half 
the total exports of palm kernels. The development of 
pioneer oil mills and hand presses by the Eastern Region 
Development Corporation is assisting towards the increased 
output and the improved quality of oil extracted. 

Rubber has a high potential value and large areas are 
now under development. Plantation methods of cultiva- 
tion are being encouraged and trees are being planted, 
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EASTERN REGION 





A new 10-inch diameter pipeline laid between Port Harcourt and the 


Oloibiri oilfield, to speed up the test production programme. The line, 
which extends over 65 miles, is being constructed by Taylor Woodrow 
(Nigeria) Limited using the most modern scientific welding method 
known as “stove pipe welding”. The process is carried out in three 
stages. The picture shows the last stretch of the pipeline leading to 
storage tanks at Port Harcourt. (Shell Photograph) 


especially in the Calabar district. It takes, however, about 
ten years for newly planted trees to reach full maturity so 
that recent plantings will not affect exports for some time 
to come. 

Plantation development of other agricultural crops is also 
being practiced. The United Africa Company, Dunlop 
Rubber Company and the Eastern Region Development 
Corporation are among the principal bodies now actively 
developing plantations. Crops grown include oil palm, 
rubber, cocoa, rice (annual production is estimated at 
about 500,000 tons) sugar-cane (the areas around the 
Do-Anambara Valley and in Ahoada Division are being 
actively investigated). Lack of communications has, 
hitherto, handicapped the development of plantation 
farming by making it extremely costly and difficult to 
transport the harvest but in the current Development 
Programme substantial sums have been provided for the 
improvement of roads, transport and communications 
generally. 

In 1958 there were up to 10,257 miles of road in the 
Eastern Region of which 9,589 were gravel or laterite 
surfaced and 668 miles bitumenized. In 1959 a further 
170 miles were bitumen surfaced. An additional 500 miles 
are scheduled for bitumen and 1,005 miles will be newly 
constructed. Provision is also made for the building of 
new bridges and the strengthening of existing ones. A sum 
of £6.25 million has been allocated for all these purposes. 
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It is hoped to make further use of the inland waterways 
as a means of communication and a reconnaissance survey 
of the Cross River was recently undertaken to investigate 
the possibilities for navigation. Any project of this nature 
would involve the construction of dams to increase the 
supply of water at low-level seasons which would in turn 
provide hydro-electric power for industrial purposes. 

Three aerodromes, Enugu, Port Harcourt and Calabar, 
with a fourth planned for Onitsha, provide internal air 
services and a rapid link with Lagos and Kano connecting 
to the international routes. 

The railways, apart from passenger services, supply a 
means of transport for the principal products from the farms 
and factories to the ports and the distribution of commodi- 
ties such as home-produced coal and imported goods. 

The Eastern Region has considerable mineral and fuel 
resources, most of which are as yet unexploited. Lead and 
zinc deposits at Abakaliki are to be mined, it is considered 
that £500,000 will be required to set the mines on a produc- 
tive basis and a company has been formed for the purpose. 
The ore has a high metal content and the resources are 
known to be extensive. Iron-ore is found near Enugu with 
estimated reserves of 60 million tons. It is hoped to be able 
to smelt the ore locally as the distance to the sea, with the 
consequent high cost of transport, makes transportation of 
the ore uneconomic. 

Coal is found near Enugu, the only place in West Africa 
where it is mined. Output was around 700,000 tons 
annually but the tendency of the principal coal users, the 
railways and electricity undertakings, to change over to 
other forms of fuel lowered the demand. However, it is 
hoped that with the increase in industrial enterprises this 
will rise again. 





Seismic shooters of the Shell—BP Petroleum Development Company 
of Nigeria Limited disembark from their canoes to lay out the line in 


the mangrove swamps near Calabar. Drillers and shooters made daily 
trips in canoes and launches from their base at Ikang to the shooting 
line in the swamp. (Shell Photograph) 
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Oil has been discovered in a dozen different areas. The 
Shell BP Company completed thirty-seven exploration wells 
during 1959 of which nine are now producing oil. Oil 
production from the Eastern Region is expected to reach 
10 million tons annually by 1970. This will make Nigeria 
one of the leading oil producing commonwealth countries. 
Side by side with a rising oil production the facilities for 
handling and processing the oil are being developed. The 
first shipment of crude oil arrived in the United Kingdom 
during 1959. 

There is a wide potential market for goods in Nigeria and 
the Eastern Region is anxious to establish industries which 
will increase the standard of living for its people and will 
provide employment. Foreign investment is actively 
encouraged and it is realised that the capital investment and 
technical ““know-how”’ offered by foreign firms are necessary 
to the advancement of industrialization. It is hoped that 
foreign companies considering setting up industries will 
accept local participation and capital in their enterprises 
but this is not enforced. Should a foreign investor wish to 
establish an industry alone no barrier will be set in his way. 

Certain industries have been quoted as _ especially 
suitable for the region. These include aluminium sheets, 
asbestos cement, ceramics, glass factory, bicycle tyres, 
broadcasting and television, brushes, bicycle assembly, 
iron and steel, lead-zinc, lignite, motor vehicle assembly, 
nails, pharmaceuticals, plastics, salt industry, shoes and 
footwear, and textiles. These industries are expected to 
enjoy considerable success once they have been established. 
The market is available and the raw material can be 
obtained locally. ‘ 

During the past few months considerable industrializa- 
tion has taken place. Among the most important enter- 
prises are a second cement factory built at Port Harcourt 
which began manufacture in July with an initial output of 
2,000 bags of cement daily. The first factory is at Nkalagu, 
near Abakaliki. 

The first factory in Nigeria to manufacture metal windows 
and doors was opened at Port Harcourt, this is a joint 
Eastern Regional Government—United Kingdom project. 
The initial annual production will be 400 tons of steel 
windows and doors increasing to 900 tons during 1961. 

The Eastern Region Government hopes to establish an 
iron and steel industry. This would provide a large 
number of jobs and could help to alleviate the trouble 
caused by the slackening in the demand for coal. A new 
company to produce bicycles is under discussion, with a 
capital of £750,000. 

The Government has acquired land for site development 
at Enugu, Port Harcourt, Onitsha and Nsukka. The 
Industrial Estate at Port Harcourt has already been 
mentioned. At Enugu 2,200 acres will be developed as a 
self-contained neighbourhood. The main features will be 
the Legislative Houses, blocks of Government offices, the 
Ministerial quarters and the Premier’s Lodge. At Nsukka 
10,000 acres are to be given over to the University of 
Nigeria’s agricultural and industrial estates. At Onitsha 
it is hoped to acquire the land around the Niger Bridge- 
head so as to design a suitable layout to serve as an 
attractive gateway to the region. 

The Eastern Region is continuing to forge ahead in 
matters of development both in industry and agriculture, 
and it looks forward to the future with confidence. 
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TRADE NOTES 








Cooperatives, Eastern Region 


The production of textile materials in Aba 
Textile Centre, in 1958/1959 increased by 
10,000 yards or approximately 43.5 per cent, 
according to the 1958/1959 Annual Report 
of the Ministry of Commerce just published 
in Enugu. 

The production of dyes in the same centre 
also showed an increase of 1,000 Ib over the 
previous year. 

Pottery, at Okigwi and Ekulu, made 
satisfactory progress. The Okigwi pottery 
produced more than 14,000 pots during the 
year as against nearly 11,000 pots produced 
in the previous year. 

The Handicraft Centres made progress and 
a total of over £3,000 was realized from sales 
at different centres and nearly the sum of 
£500 was given as grants to Rural Industries. 

The number of Cooperative Societies in 
the Region rose from 1,085 to 1,113, their 
membership having increased to 51,167. 
Funds totalled about £970,000. Over 
£445,000 was issued as loans, Co-thrifts had 
a membership of about 2,900 with funds 
totalling more than £140,000. 

The Report shows that a total of 2,552 tons 
of produce, valued at £205,288 was handled 
by the Produce Marketing Unions. Of this 
figure, Palm Produce claimed 1,600 tons, 
valued at £70,000, Cocoa 737 tons, valued at 
£109,880 and Rubber, 215 tons, valued at 
£25,408. 

The Rice Cooperative Societies processed 
more than 4,000 tons of rice valued at about 
£8,000, an increase of about 2,000 tons over 
the figures for the previous year. 


£2 million road contract 


The Government of Western Nigeria has 
awarded a contract worth £2 million to the 
Nigersol Construction Company Limited. 

In making the announcement, the Region’s 
Ministry of Works and Transport said that 
the road work, which would cover all parts 
of the Region, would be executed under the 
Region’s 1960/65 Development Plan. 


Increased water supply 


Pressing demands from both consumers 
and new industrial firms for additional water 
in Ibadan have caused the Western Nigerian 
Government to make plans to bring the 
available daily supply up to 45 million 
gallons by early 1961. 

Additional pressure filters, already on 
order, should boost the supply by 500,000 
gallons. An investigation has been com- 
pleted to provide the city with a new source 
of supply and to provide new trunk mains and 
service reservoirs. 


The demand for additional water in Ibadan 
is reflected throughout the Western Region. 
Some 23 towns and villages are to be supplied 
with water during the next few years. 

A £1,205,000 project is scheduled for the 
Ife-Gbogan area and will provide water for 
three sizeable towns. Work on the project 
is due for completion in 1963. 

Another project, to cost £890,000 and 
providing a daily capacity of 1.5 million 
gallons, is under way in the Ondo-Akure- 
Idanre area and will be completed in 1962. 

Other similar projects are planned or are 
under construction throughout Western 
Nigeria. 


FAO Conference in Nigeria 

The Food and Agricultural Organization 
of the United Nations is to hold its first 
conference ever to be held in Africa in 
Nigeria beginning from 3 November. This 
will also be the first international conference 
to be held in an independent Nigeria. 


Nigerian mineral production May 1960 


Cassiterite 693 tons 
Columbite -- - a 124 tons 
Felspar . ate is Nil 

Gold Vs a ne 82 ounces 
Kaolin Me ee re Nil 

Lead Ore .. 56 tons 
Limestone . 5,759 tons 
Monazite 1 ton 
Tantalite .. isd és 2 tons 
Thorite =e rio ‘a Nil 
Wolfram... 7” Ne Nil 

Zinc 10 tons 
Zircon mi 47 tons 
Crude Oil .. 502,370 barrels 


Economic survey of Eastern Region 


A three-man commission is to conduct an 
economic survey of Eastern Nigeria. 

Announcing this in Enugu Mr. Udoji, the 
Chief Secretary to the Premier, explained 
that the emphasis in Government policy was 
to increase the productivity in agriculture and 
industry as a means of raising the standard 
of living of the people, 

The Regional Government, have asked the 
Ford Foundation of the United States of 
America to supply a team of experts to 
conduct the survey which is expected to be 
completed in approximately three months. 


New Nigerian Insurance Company 


The formation of the Great Nigerian 


Insurance Company Ltd, a joint enterprise 
owned by the Western Nigerian Finance 
Corporation and a group of American 
Negroes, has been announced by Chief A.O. 


Adeyi, Minister of Trade and Industry for 
Western Nigeria. 

The company has an authorized capital 
of £100,000, half of which is paid up. The 
purpose of the Company is to provide life 
insurance policies as small as £100 in face 
value and the company’s policy will be to 
invest its premium income and reserve funds 
in Nigerian enterprises. 

The Government has stated that it will 
have no hesitation in selling its share in the 
business to a private concern, as soon as 
the necessary resources in finance and trained 
personnel are available. 


Arcon buildings for Northern Nigeria 

Two teachers’ training centres, consisting 
of 44 steelframed Arcon buildings covering 
a total area of 120,000 sq. ft. are being sent 
by Taylor Woodrow (Building Exports) Ltd, 
London, for use at Kano and Sokoto, 
Northern Nigeria. 

This completes a project for supplying 
three teachers’ training centres for Northern 
Nigeria, the first, over 20 buildings covering 
more than 60,000 sq. ft., having been 
dispatched to Maiduguri, earlier in the year. 


Telephone link Rhodesia—Nigeria 

In June the Federal Rhodesian Minister 
of Posts made a telephone call to Nigeria, 
inaugurating a direct link with Lagos. He 
spoke to Mr. Nwika, the Nigerian Parlia- 
mentary Secretary for the Ministry of 
Communications, who reciprocated the 
Federation’s good wishes. The call was said 
to be extremely clear. 


Overseas centres for Nigerian 
industry 

Mr. V. I. C. Anene, Secretary of the 
Stockfish Importers’ Association, has called 
on the Federal Government to open Export 
Trade Offices in overseas countries, to help 
promote confidence and better relations 
between overseas firms and Nigerian business- 
men. 

One of the greatest difficulties confronting 
the Nigerian businessmen, particularly the 
importer, is the lack of confidence between 
him and his overseas customers, which has 
ruined many businesses both in Nigeria and 
overseas. 


Hong Kong trade with West Africa 

Hong Kong industries are looking to the 
African markets to develop their exports 
This is especially the case with regard to 
West African countries. Mr. R. C. Lee, the 
leader of a Hong Kong delegation which 
visited West Africa recently, described the 
prospects of Hong Kong exports to this area 
as ercellent. 
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Oil exploration in W. Nigeria 


An exploration well, just completed by 
Shell-BP near the mouth of the Ramos River 
in Delta Province, Western Nigeria, has 
become the deepest well in Nigeria—and 
one of the deepest in all Africa. 

It reached a depth of 14,020 ft.—nearly 
three miles (700 feet deeper than Mount 
Cameroon is high), took 73 days to drill and 
cost about £250,000. 

The result—some shows of gas were found 
and plenty of useful geological information 
obtained. 

The whole operation forcefully illustrates 
the exacting and costly nature of the oil 
search in the Niger Delta area. 

The well, which was spudded-in on 8 
March, was drilled from Shell-BP’s submer- 
sible derrick barge, which was designed by 
Shell engineers, built in the Netherlands and 
towed 4,000 miles to Nigeria. With its 
drilling tender, it cost nearly £1 million. 

Because access to the sea from most of the 
delta rivers is blocked by a sandbar at the 
mouth, the unit had to be towed to Ramos 
from its previous location at Akassa Creek 
by a roundabout route. 

It travelled eastwards through the inland 
waterways, emerging into the open sea at 
Bonny, and then west along the coast to 
the Escravos River, and back through the 
creeks to Ramos. The journey took ten 
days. 

A “slot” had to be excavated in the river 
bank to shelter the unit from strong currents. 

A team of 77 Nigerian operators worked 
continuously round the clock in three eight- 
hour shifts. Progress was much faster than 
in the drilling of the previous deepest well, 
that at Ethiope, also in the Western Region, 
which took 155 days to reach its final depth 
of 13,100 feet in October 1958. 

The floating drilling unit is being moved 
to a new swamp location at Elepa, north of 
Brass. 


Nigerian cotton for China 


It is reported that arrangements are in 
hand for the first shipment of Nigerian cotton 
to the Peoples Republic of China. Over 
ten thousand bales of cotton were expected 
to be shipped via Shanghai. 


New company in Nigeria 

A new company is in the process of 
formation in the Northern Region of Nigeria. 
It is called the Northern Construction 
Company Limited, and consists of the follow- 
ing partners: the Northern Region Develop- 
ment Corporation, Taylor Woodrow (Over- 
seas) Limited, and The United Africa 
Company Limited. The management of the 
Company will be provided by Taylor 
Woodrow. 

Among the declared aims of the company 
are the encouragement of indigenous North- 
ern contractors by subcontracting operations 


and the institution of training schemes for 
the training of local technicians. 

It is hoped that the company will begin 
operations towards the end of 1960. 


FAO survey 


The Food and Agriculture Organization 
has announced that it will begin in the near 
future a four-year survey of the soils of the 
Nile Valley. The purpose of the survey is 
to help to determine where the water to be 
made available by the Aswan Dam can best 
be used for irrigation. 

The survey will cover the classification of 
soils over about 2 million acres of land on 
the desert fringes surrounding the cultivated 
part of the Nile Valley and also other as yet 
uncultivated areas. 

The UN Special Fund, the Government of 
the Egyptian Region of the UAR and the 
FAO are co-operating on the project. A 
first payment of £E3,525 has been made to 
the Special Fund out of a total equivalent to 
US $500,000 which it has been agreed will 
be made available. The Special Fund is to 
contribute US $265,000. 


Contributions to IDA 


The Union of South Africa is to contribute 
£3.6 million through the International 
Development Association (IDA) to assist the 
less developed territories in Africa particularly 
the independent states of the north. 

The IDA aims at assisting countries who 
have found difficulty in obtaining loans 
through existing organizations or from the 
World Bank. It will work in co-operation 
with the World Bank. 

Over 17 of the Association’s members will 
contribute to its funds over a period of five 
years. The Union will make available 
£830,000 during the first year and £695,000 
annually for the next four years. 


South African Timber Situation 


A market report from South Africa, 
through Barclays Bank DCO states that 
overall trading activity in timber is being 
maintained at satisfactory levels and turn- 
overs are slightly better than those of the 
same period last year judging by reports 
received from timber merchants. The 
practice of supplying more local timber in 
relation to imported wood is increasing, 
although it is reported that a measure of 
difficulty is sometimes experienced in obtain- 
ing supplies at short notice. The Bank adds 
that mahogany and afromosia from the West 
coast of Africa are still difficult to obtain in 
the Union because of the continued lack of 
freight facilities as well as the firm market 
existing in the United Kingdom, where 
better prices are obtained for these woods; 
prices quoted in the Union are reported to 
have consequently become firmer lately. 
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Irrigation loan 


The World Bank is making a loan of 
US $15.5 million to the Sudan to help 
finance the completion of the Managil 
Irrigation Scheme. When the Scheme is 
completed in 1962 it will comprise some 
830,000 acres of irrigated land, settled by 
about 50,000 farmers and their families, in 
the region between the Blue and White Nile. 
The production of cotton, grain and other 
crops on the newly irrigated lands is expected 
to result in a 10 per cent annual increase in 
the value of Sudan’s total agricultural output. 


Tobacco factory in Accra 


The Industrial Co-operative Society in 
Ghana plans to build a cigarette factory in 
Accra shortly. It is expected that the 
cigarettes produced in this factory will help 
to cut down imports and will encourage the 
tobacco industry in Ghana. 


Durban’s £12m. water scheme 


The Mayor of Durban has announced that 
work will begin towards the end of the year 
on the construction of Durban’s new £12 
million water scheme on the Umgeni River. 
The Government has issued permits for the 
construction of a £4.5 million dam near the 
present waterworks and for drawing off 50 
million gallons of water a day. It was hoped 
to complete this initial stage by 1963. The 
seccnd stage will be the construction of 
another new dam in the Inanda area about 
163 miles from Durban. 

Durban requires extra water supplies of 
39 million gallons a day from 1963 and further 
supplies of 67.5 million gallons daily by 1976 
to meet the demands of the next 25 years. 


Czech aircraft for Guinea 


The Guinea Minister of Public Works has 
announced the delivery of several Czecho- 
slovakian passenger aircraft which are 
expected to arrive in the near future. 


Telecommunication factory 

A factory which will eventually make the 
Union independent of outside sources for 
telecommunication equipment was opened 
at Boksburg last month. 

This self-sufficiency could be vital to South 
Africa in an emergency. The factory has 
been built over the past 18 months by 
Standard Telephones and Cables at a cost of 
£500,000. At present it is capable of pro- 
ducing only a small percentage of the 
country’s telecommunication instrument 
needs, but it is planned that during the next 
five years the plant will spread over its 71- 
acre site until it produces 75 per cent of the 
Union's requirements. 
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Another UK loan for UEB 


In August another United Kingdom 
Exchequer loan of £3 million was issued to 
the Uganda Electricity Board. Earlier this 
year a similar Exchequer loan was approved 
and issued to the UEB. Those loans have 
had the effect of releasing funds, which the 
Uganda Government had been making 
available to the UEB on short-term advances, 
for the Government’s own programme. 


Kenya 
Report 

The Kenya Co-operative Creameries Ltd 
have issued their Annual Report for 1959/ 
1960. 

The overall turnover increased from £3.8 
million to £4.1 million in 1959/1960. The 
number of members in February 1960 stood 
at 2,528. Although the total production of 
butter and ghee fell by nearly 550,000 Ib, 
cheese production at about 1.8 million Ib 
was nearly double that of 1958/1959 and 
wholemilk sales achieved a record of 8.7 
million gallons, the main increase being on 
the Nairobi market. 

Since 1951 over £1 million has been spent 
on a development project for modernization 
and re-equipping factories and on staff 
housing. New projects initiated during the 
current year include the manufacture of 
wholemilk powder for the Cow and Gate 
group in the United Kingdom, a condensed 
milk plant at Nairvasha and a plant for the 
manufacture of casein. 


Co-operative | Creameries 


Copperbelt resources 

Copper ore reserves are being discovered 
faster than they are being mined on the 
Copperbelt, according to a report presented 
to the Northern Rhodesian Legislative 
Council. The report, made a_ regional 
survey of potential development. It pre- 
dicted that current programmes for expansion 
of territorial copper mines will increase their 
capacity by about 50 per cent more than the 
highest tonnage in past years. 

The report said the tonnage of ore mined 
and copper produced had nearly doubled 
since 1948, but the exceptional prosperity of 
the region during the 10 years had not 
arisen solely from copper produced. There 
had been a massive investment of capital in 
creating new mining capacity, in addition to 
the profitable production of copper from 
capacity previously installed. Total  in- 
vestment was now about £250,000,000. 


Modern manuring technique in sugar 
cane culture 

The production of the South African 
sugar industry reached a record level of 
almost 1.3 million tons of cane sugar during 
the season 1958/59. 

One of the principal causes is thought to be 
the increase in the yield of sugar cane per 
acre, which has been obtained in recent years 
by the increased use of fertilizers. The 
decisive factor was the employment of the 
correct method for applying the fertilizers. 
Fertilizer treatment solely applied during the 
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first year of growth of the sugar cane was 
inadequate so that in recent years it has 
become the practice to apply further dressings 
during the second year of growth. This 
step has proved very important for obtaining 
higher yields and consequently larger profits. 

On a sugar cane plantation 1,500 lb super- 
phosphate, 1,000 lb ammonium sulphate 
and 333 lb potassium chloride were given per 
acre and these were divided into five separate 
dressings spread over a period of nine months. 
The manuring was adjusted according to the 
prevailing nutrient status of the soil. The 
present treatment with a proportion of 
nutrients adapted to the local conditions has 
led to more ratoons being harvested than 
ever before. The heaviest crops were 
actually obtained even from the fourth and 
fifth ratoons. For manuring technique it is 
interesting that the depth of burial of the 
fertilizer in the first year of growth plays an 
important part. 


Sudan sugar factory 

Reports from the Sudan state that the 
Government has allocated £S1 million for a 
sugar factory to be built by two German 
firms at Guneid. It is expected to be com- 
pleted by January 1962. The first crop of 
sugar-cane has already been cultivated and it 
is intended to use all of it in providing seed- 
lings for increased cultivation next year. 


Nyasaland development 

Nyasaland is to get a new hydro-electric 
power scheme which will achieve two major 
objectives of vital importance to the 
country’s future. These are the production 
of hydro-electric power from the Shire River, 
and the stabilizing of the level of Lake 
Nyasa. 

The Government is to vote £100,000 on 
preliminary preparations for the Nkula Falls 
Scheme. The scheme will cost only 
£3,000,000, which it is believed will be 
raised without difficulty. 

The Nkula Falls are on the Shire River, 22 
miles north-west of Blantyre. Work on the 
scheme is likely to start about March 1961 
and will take nearly three years to complete. 


Uranium prices 

Reports from South Africa state that the 
vice-chairman of the Atomic Energy Board, 
Dr. T. E. W. Schumann, has drawn fresh 
attention recently to the fact that South 
Africa’s contracts for the sale of uranium 
oxide to the Combined Development Agency 
at a price of 84s. per lb would lapse during 
the years 1964-66. In recent years, the 
world price of the material had declined 
considerably and Canada had recently sold 
uranium to Japan at 35s. per lb. After the 
termination of these contracts, therefore, 
the Union would also be adversely affected 
by the drop in price of the mineral which, at 
the current rate of production of about 6,200 
tons of oxide per annum, is earning the 
country over £50 million yearly. 

A favourable change in the world demand 
for uranium was generally expected by 1970, 
with consequent advantages to the Union. 


World Bank will 
Economy 

The World Bank is to send a mission to 
Uganda to carry out a general. economic 
survey of the country. The World Bank is 
at present recruiting members of the mission. 

Earlier this year a mission of the World 
Bank examined the Uganda Electricity 
Board's application for a loan. It was also 
required to form an opinion of whether a 
World Bank general economic survey would 
be justified. 

Agreement on pyrethrum 

The Pyrethrum Board of Kenya and the 
Mitchell Cotts Group in East Africa have 
announced the conclusion of negotiations 
whereby all outstanding claims and disputes 
have been amicably settled and the organiza- 
tions will co-operate in the future develop- 
ment of the Kenya Pyrethrum Industry. 

In coming to this decision, it is recognized 
by the organizations that the industry, in 
which each have valuable experience and 
significant stakes, has an important role to 
perform in the urgently needed expansion of 
Kenya’s economy and attainment of higher 
living standards for its people. 

Now that the world pyrethrum market 
can look to a harmonious and stable source 
of supply, it is hoped that a greater potential 
for Kenya and Tanganyika production will 
progressively emerge. 


South African fruit to Canada 

Between 20,000-25,000 cases of oranges 
are being shipped every fortnight to Canada. 
This follows the success during 1959 of a 
small consignment exported on an experi- 
mental basis. During 1958/1959 the USA 
imported 77,735 cases of South African 
fruit which is expected to increase to 177,783 
cases during 1959/1960. 


survey Uganda's 


Sahara gas for Germany 

Negotiations are in hand to arrange for 
supplies of natural gas from the Sahara to 
be shipped to West Germany. This would 
supplement present supplies in the Rhineland. 
The first deliveries are not expected before 
1966. 


Tunisian water supply 

The Development Loan Fund has an- 
nounced approval of an US $18 million loan 
to the Government of Tunisia for the Oued 
Nebana project, which will provide water to 
irrigate 11,000 acres in central Tunisia, and a 
municipal water supply for the city of Sousse. 
Details of the loan agreement remain to be 
negotiated. 

The project will consist of a 190 ft. earth 
and rockfill dam and 69,000 acre-ft. reservoir 
on the Oued Nebana; about 15 wells, whose 
output will be fed into the main pipeline; 4 
large-diameter concrete pipeline serving both 
the irrigation and the municipal water 


systems; the irrigation distribution system: 
the domestic water distribution system; 4 
purification plant and regulating basin: 
drainage systems for the irrigated areas; and 
land-development work. 
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CO-OPERATIVE 
SUPPLY 
ASSOCIATION LTD. 





Agents Importers Distributors 





Head Office: ,Lagos, Yaba-Market 
P.M.B. 2149, G.P.O. Lagos. 


Square. 


Cable Address: CONSUMAS, LAGOS. 


Bankers: The Co-operative Bank, Ibadan. 


The C.W.S. Bankers, London. 


Over 40 Branches All over the Country 


Dealing with: 


HARDWARE AND BUILDING 
MATERIALS 


AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENTS, 
CHEMICAL AND POULTRY 
CAGES 


HOME AND KITCHEN 
APPLIANCES 


ELECTRICAL AND OPTICAL 
GOODS 


HABERDASHERY 
AND CLOTHING 


GROCERY AND PROVISIONS 


Operating : 
A WOODWORK FACTORY 
PETROL STATIONS 


DEPARTMENT STORES 
AND SUPER-MARKETS 


COOKING GAS 
AND ITS APPLIANCES 


STRONGWORK 
ENGINEERING LTD. 


Phone: Romsey 2124 (5 lines) Grams: Plant Romsey England 


CUPERNHAM LANE WORKS 
ROMSEY—HANTS—ENGLAND 


Manufacturers of 
TIMBER IMPREGNATION PLANTS, 
QUICK-LOCKING AND CLAMP-TYPE DOORS 
PRESSURE VESSELS, AUTO CLAVES, ETC. 











Agricultural Machinery and Implements 
Refrigerators and Washing Machines 
Sanitary Equipment 

and 
All kinds of Industrial Goods 


+ + 


Supplied to Overseas Markets by 


TEKA-EXPORT G.M.B.H. 


OST-STRASSE No. 154 


DUESSELDORF GERMANY 


























Producers of 


Superphosphate — Ammonium Sulphate — 
Potassium Sulphate — Di-Calcium Phosphate 
Sulphuric Acid — Hydrochloric Acid — | 
Anhydrous Ammonia — Phosphoric Acid — | 
Phosphate Salts — Sodium Bisulphite — 
Potassium Fluosilicate 


Exporters of | 


Superphosphate — Potassium Sulphate — 
Sodium Tripolyphosphate — 
Fluosilicate 


Potassium 
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FERTILIZERS & CHEMICALS LTD, 


HAIFA, ISRAEL 


EXPORT AGENTS: KISHON CHEMICALS LTD. 
P.O. Box 722, Tel Aviv, Israel 
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BRITISH & FRENCH BANK LTD. 





offers to the 


PEOPLE of NIGERIA 


- its - 


SINGERE CONGRATULATIONS 


on their attainment of 


INDEPENDENCE 
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BOAC offers 
every good wish to the people of 


NIGERIA 


on the occasion of 


INDEPENDENCE 


BOA 


BRITISH OVERSEAS AIRWAYS CORPORATION 
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